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to interfere in their administration being for the purposes of national defence, the maintenance of public order, or the enforcement of the federal laws. Under the terms of the constitution the legislative authority is exercised by the national congress, with the^ assent of the president of the republic.
General da Fonseca and General Floriano Peixoto were elected to fill the offices of president and vice-jfresident until the 15th of November, 1894. This implied the continuance of prsetorian methods of administration. The older class of more conservative Brazilians, who had formerly taken part in the administration under the emperor, withdrew altogether from public life. Many left Brazil and went into voluntary exile, while others retired to their estates. In the absence of these more respectable elements, the government fell into the hands of a gang of military adventurers and unscrupulous politicians, whose only object was to exploit the national resources for their own benefit. As a consequence, deep-rooted discontent rapidly arose. A conspiracy, of which Admiral Wandenkolk was the prime instigator, was discovered, and those who had taken part in it were banished to the distant state of Amazonas. Disturbances then broke out in Rio Grande do Sul, in consequence of disputes between the official party and the people living in the country districts. Under the leadership of Gumercindo Saravi'a the country people broke into open revolt in September, 1891. This outbreak was partially suppressed, but afterwards it again burst into flame with great vigour. In view of the discontent, conspiracies, and revolutionary movements. President da Fonseca declared himself dictator. This act, however, met with such strong opposition that he resigned office on 23rd of November, 1891, and Vice-President Floriano Peixoto assumed the presidency.
Floriano Peixoto had been accustomed all his life to use harsh measures. For the first year of his term of Office he kept seditious attempts in check, but discontent grew apace. Nor was this surprising to those who knew the corruption in the administration. Concessions and subsidies were given broadcast for worthless undertakings in order to benefit the friends of the president. Brazilian credit gave way under ^the strain, and evidences were not wanting at the beginning of 1893 that an" outburst of public opinion was not far distant. Nevertheless President Peixoto made no effort to reform the methods of administration. Meanwhile, the revolution in Rio Grande do Sul had revived; and in July, 1893, the federal government was forced to send most of the available regular troops to that state to hold the insurgents in check.
KEVOLT OF 1893
On September 6th prevailing discontent took definite shape in the form of a naval revolt in the., bay of Rio de Janeiro. Admiral Custodio de Mello took command of the navgl forces, and demanded the resignation of the president. General Feixoto replied by organising a defence against any attack from the squadron. Admiral Mello, finding that his demands were not complied with, began a bombardment of Che city, but did not effect his purpose of compelling Peixoto to resign. The foreign ministers then arranged a compromise between the contending parties, to the effect that President Peixoto should place no artillery in the city, on condition that Admiral Mello should refrain from bombarding the town, provided the president did not place in it heavy artillery.. Shortly afterwards the cruiser Republica and a transport ran the gauntlet of the government forts at the entrance of the bay, and proceeded south to the province of Santa Catharina, taking possession ofistry, but. On May 2nd, 1861, a third conservative cabinetom Sebastian and the flower of the Portuguese nobility perished oning the people toy carried by storm, and theemallan, the place of wood, or of decayed wood), who were to offer on the part of Cortes "his friendship and his religion" to the chief of that province.2 importle and inviting weredredthey could no longer be restrained, and Pizarro was obliged to order the whole melted down, and divided among his followers. The captive monarch, having performed his part of the contract, now demanded to be set at liberty; but the perfidious Spanish leader had no such intention, his only object being to secure the plunder; and he even meditated taking the life of his credulousaez's men as served with reluctan after which he mustered five hundred and fifty foot-soldiers and forty hor men, and possessed a train of nine field-pieces. With this force, and 1 thousand Tlaxcalans and other friendly Indians, he set out once more for 1ission, which in strike the public chord as Webster's famous Hiilse-mann letter had done. His judicious exposition of the American theory of citizenship, and his declaration of the right of the United States to affordl address.]rsey; and in November, 1681, Jennings, acting as governor
